Diagnostic use of composite in anterior aesthetics.
The success of anterior restorative procedures is in direct proportion to the ability of the practitioner to master new techniques and materials, which constantly improves the level of aesthetics and ultimately the final results achieved. However, unless a harmonious integration is achieved involving the two "bioaesthetic" parameters-the gingival architectural design and the dental architectural design-the final result will not be satisfactory. The learning objective of this article is to illustrate the use of composite resin as an "architect" to build predictable and successful anterior restorations through more reliable diagnostics of natural aesthetics and function. Freedom of composite build-up is outlined, and the use of composite in moving and opening of the gingival crest is described. Direct and indirect diagnostic use of composite in dental procedures is outlined in a detailed clinical procedure.